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poem discloses the warm heart of a living and .sensitive human
being, every line shows deep feeling, right observation, or clear

thought.

To Ludwig's great joy, on 28th November, the Crown Princess
gave birth to a strong and healthy son, who received the name of
Maximilian. This domestic happiness for a time distracted
Ludwig's thoughts from politics. In any case he had latterly
paid less attention to them and more to his personal affairs.
He had, for instance, occupied himself with foreign languages.
He was an excellent French scholar, and used this language in
letters to his father. He wrote in Italian to his sister in Milan,
and now, in addition, he started to learn Greek. For with his love
for Greek antiquity he wished also to be able to speak the language
of that land of art. He also devoted much time to research into
the life history of Gutenberg, the inventor of printing.

In February, 1812, Ludwig was still in Munich and could often
be seen, seated on one of the benches in the Englischen Garten,
writing poetry. He continued to read a great deal and was
interested in numismatics, attempting by such means to deaden
his feelings and repress his innermost national and political
sentiments in face of the crude reality.

In the meantime, however, heavy political clouds had gathered
on the horizon. The extension of the French Empire us far as
the Baltic coast, Napoleon's arrogant demands that Russia should
intensify the blockade, and the personal rivalry of the two
Emperors resulted in a keen antagonism between these two
countries. War was inevitable. Austria kept aloof and left
Prussia unsupported, well satisfied that the latter had lost its
former predominance in Germany, and Napoleon was able to
force the King of Prussia to agree to an alliance and to place
troops at his disposal. Vienna did this voluntarily.

AIL these events were extremely unpleasant for Bavaria. She
had no quarrel with Russia, and the Empress of Russia was
sister to the Queen of Bavaria, Moreover, it now seemed as if
Austria were ousting Bavaria from Napoleon's favour- --Austria,
which had been forced to cede so much territory to Max Joseph
and whose revenge he had therefore particularly to fear. Napoleon
demanded that Bavaria should supply the full number of troops
required by the treaty, for the impending war against the O,ar.
It was not surprising that differences arose between the King
and the Emperor. From Innsbruck the Crown Prince again